regretting that the demolition of the neighbouring
houses was incomplete, for the entrenchment was
commanded by hundreds of loopholes manned by
excellent marksmen, some of whom were armed
with single- and double-barrelled rifles. There had
been no time yet to tackle the problem of defilade,
and, until some sort of traverses could be improvised,
the only hope of crossing safely from one post to
another lay in moving faster than the sharpshooters
could aim: more than one of the garrison owed a
sudden death to the pride that would not let them
run in the face of the enemy. It was fortunate for
the defence that Johannes* house, with its turret
commanding the south and south-east sides of the
position, was not occupied by the enemy for the first
few days, in consequence, it was said^ of a rumour
that it had been undermined.
It was believed that from eight to ten thousand
men were firing into the entrenchment at once.
There had been over six thousand mutineers at Chin-
hat, both soldiers and military police, besides the
armed retainers of three of the Talukdars, or Barons
of Oudh; and on hearing of Lawrence's defeat the
last regiments of native infantry in Lucknow had
mutinied, letting their officers escape to the Machhi
Bhawan, while the sepoys' example had soon been
followed by the last of the police. Most of the Taluk- -
dars were still neutral, both they and 'che villagers
having treated the fugitives from the outlying'dis-
tricts of Oudh with considerable kindness, but they
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